
 
 
 
Displaced by Landlord Non-renewal: Displaced by landlord through no fault of 

their own, i.e.,: 
 

1) Condo conversions 
2) Closure of unit (e.g., rehab) 
3) Owner wants unit for personal or family use 
4) Unit sold with applicant's agreement to vacate upon sale 
5) Any legally-authorized act that results in owner's taking unit off 

rental market 
6) Or any other definition set by a particular housing authority 
 
Verification must include documentation of such action an/or court 
executed documents. 

 
Displace by Natural Disaster: An applicant who has been displaced by a 

disaster recognized by the Federal government, which extensively 
damaged or destroyed their dwelling, i.e. fire, flood or other natural 
disaster and documented by the local Buildings Department or Board 
of Health. 

 
Displaced by Public Action: An applicant who has been displaced through 

governmental action.  Verification must be documented by the 
government agency displacing the applicant. 

 
 
Domestic Violence:  An applicant who vacated their unit because of domestic 

violence or lives in a unit with a person who engages in violence. 
 

Documented actual or threatened violence directed toward self or 
member(s) of household by spouse or other member of applicant's 
household must come from a third party source, i.e. shelter advocate, 
social worker, law enforcement agency, etc. 

 
The domestic violence should have occurred recently or be of a 
continuing nature. 

 
Elderly: An applicant or spouse who is sixty-two (62) years of age or older. 
  
Near Elderly (50+): An applicant or spouse who is at least fifty (50) but less 

than sixty-two (62) years of age. 
 
Extremely Low Income: An applicant whose gross family income does not exceed 
30% of the Median income limit for the highest part of the State (Lowell area; 
Nantucket county slightly higher.) by family size, currently: 
 

1 person      2 person     3 person     4 person     5 person    6 person     7 person     8 person 
          $15,800     $18,050     $20,300      $22,550      $24,350     $26,150      $27,950     $29,800 

 
Health Conditions (disability affecting housing need): An applicant who is 

or about to be displaced due to: 



 
1) A member of the family has a mobility or other impairment that 

makes the person unable to use critical elements of the unit, 
AND 

2) The owner is not legally obligated to make changes to the unit, 
or 

3) Any other definition used by a particular housing authority. 
 
Homeless: Applicant must be currently homeless and must be able to provide 

third party documentation of their homelessness that they: 
 

1) Lacks fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence; OR 
2) Has primary nighttime residence that is: 
 

A supervised public or privately operated shelter designated to 
provide temporary living accommodations.  (Welfare Hotels, 
congregate shelters and transitional housing). 
 
An institution that provides temporary residence for individuals 
intended to be institutionalized (not incarcerated). 
 
A public or private place not designated or normally used as 
regular sleeping place for humans. 

 
Rent burdened 50% of income: An applicant who can document that they are 

paying more than 50% of their monthly gross family adjusted income 
(adjustments for dependent allowance, medical expenses, etc.) toward 
monthly housing costs (rent and utilities). 

 
Rent burdened 40% of income: An applicant who can document that they are 

paying more than 40% of their monthly gross family adjusted income 
(adjustments for dependent allowance, medical expenses, etc.) toward 
monthly housing costs (rent and utilities). 

 
Resident of Greater Chelmsford Area: An applicant who lives or works in one of 
the following towns: Chelmsford, Westford, Groton, Dracut, Tyngsboro, Carlisle, 
Dunstable, Lowell, Townsend and Littleton. 
 
Resident of Franklin County: An applicant who lives or works in Franklin 
County.   
 
Single Person: Any single person if they meet all other eligibility criteria. 
 

This includes an elderly person, disabled person and a single 
pregnant person. 
 

Substandard Housing (includes homeless): Applicant who can document 
through a third party certified to do so, that: 
 

Applicant resides in a unit that: 
1)  Does not provide safe and adequate shelter and endangers the 
health, safety, or well-being of family; or 



2) Has one or more critical defects or combination of intermediate 
defects in sufficient number or extent to require considerable repair or 
rebuilding (i.e has not satisfied HQS or other regulatory standard used 
by particular housing authority) . 
 
OR 
Applicant is homeless (see 'Homeless'): 

 
Tenants of Project-Based Units: An applicant who currently resides in a unit that 

has been designated for Project-Based Assistance.  This Preference 
selection must be accompanied by a letter of verification from the 
designated Project-Based landlord. 

 
Clients for Project-Based Units An applicant who has met the qualifications of a 

designated Project-based unit.  This Preference selection must be 
accompanied by a letter of verification from the designated Project-
Based landlord. 

 
Veteran: An applicant who can document that they are: 
 

1) a veteran with service-connected disability; 
2) a family of a deceased veteran who's death was service-

connected; or 
3) other veteran that meets the definition of a particular housing 

authority's administrative plan. 
 
Working: An applicant and/or spouse is currently employed full time 
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